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A
 Sportsm

anship Statem
ent

  

 

H
YA

A
 w

ould like to rem
ind all coaches, parents, and players about the im

portance of
S

P
O

R
TS

M
A

N
S

H
IP

 in all of our activities. It is an attitude reflected in our actions on and off the
playing field.

G
ood S

P
O

R
TS

M
A

N
S

H
IP

 includes understanding the rules of the contest, playing by those
rules, and show

ing respect for both team
m

ates and opponents.

S
elf-control m

ust be m
aintained at all tim

es. W
e m

ust alw
ays show

 a positive attitude w
hen

cheering and coaching.

W
inning and losing lasts only a m

om
ent, integrity and dignity are characteristics of a lifetim

e.
These characteristics can be learned from

 the exam
ples of our role m

odels. In H
YA

A
, coaches

are visible and im
portant role m

odels.

W
e need to alw

ays strive to convey the characteristics of S
P

O
R

TS
M

A
N

S
H

IP
 to our children

and our players. W
hether w

e disagree w
ith an official's call, question the rules of a contest,

speak w
ith a league official, or address a parent, w

e should alw
ays show

 respect. W
e M

U
S

T
rem

ain calm
 and act in a courteous, polite and professional m

anner.

It is our goal at H
YA

A
 to create a positive experience for the participants in our recreational

program
s A

N
D

 our volunteers. W
e can only achieve this goal w

ith everyone's help and
cooperation.

R
E

M
E

M
B

E
R

, O
U

R
 C

H
ILD

R
E

N
 A

R
E

 W
ATC

H
IN

G
 U

S
, LE

T'S
 S

E
T A

 G
R

E
AT E

X
A

M
P

LE
TH

R
O

U
G

H
 O

U
R

 S
P

O
R

TS
M

A
N

S
H

IP
!!!

 
 

 
B

leacher G
uidelines for

Parents and C
oaches

C
ongratulations for recognizing that, from

 your seat in the bleachers, you can influence the
outcom

e of the gam
e for your young athlete. A

dults - especially parents - have a trem
endous

im
pact on w

hether or not a child's experience in sports is positive or negative. These bleacher
guidelines are tips to m

ake children's sports a successful experience for all involved and that's
som

ething to cheer about.
B

e There
It's m

ore fun for your child w
hen you're on the sidelines. It's also a great opportunity to m

eet
your child's friends and other parents.

Encourage, D
on't D

iscourage
C

heer positively. C
om

plim
ent your child and his team

m
ates. A

pplaud outstanding effort and
good play for both team

s. A
sk, "D

id you have fun and try your best?" rather than "D
id you w

in?"



Let the um
pires do their job

The um
pires help teach fair play and sportsm

anship, but they often m
ake m

istakes. S
et an

exam
ple of good sportsm

anship by not publicly criticizing their judgm
ent. M

any of our um
pires

are still children. Treat them
 the w

ay they w
ould w

ant som
eone to treat your child.

W
hose gam

e is this anyw
ay?

C
hildren participate in organized sports for their enjoym

ent, not yours. Fun and learning should
com

e first. W
e all w

ant to see our children succeed, but let's keep it in perspective.
Play hard, don't lose hard

H
elp children turn defeat into victory by w

orking tow
ards im

provem
ents. Tem

per tantrum
s and

poor sportsm
anship should not be confused w

ith intensity and com
petitiveness.

Lighten up
H

elp relieve the pressure of com
petition, not increase it.

Let the coaches coach
R

espect the coaches and their decisions. C
oaches are unpaid volunteers w

ho provide
supervised fun for the children. If you w

ould like to offer your support, please feel free to
volunteer to help out as an assistant.

W
inning is m

ore than points
scored

G
iving 100%

 perform
ance is m

ore im
portant than w

inning at all costs. Team
w

ork, self-esteem
,

and sportsm
anship are the payoffs of com

petition.
R

esponsibility can be fun
Team

 sports offer a fun w
ay to teach your child responsibility. H

ave your child at practices and
gam

es on tim
e and stress the im

portance of their com
m

itm
ent to their team

.

H
YA

A
 Policy O

n Sportsm
anship

H
YA

A
 values and expects sportsm

anship am
ong its m

any participants, players, coaches, officials, parents, and spectators. S
portsm

anship
involves fairness, courteous relations and graceful acceptance of results. S

portsm
anship is m

ore than a concept. S
portsm

anship, or its absence,
is reflected in the actions and rem

arks of participants and spectators. S
om

e fundam
entals of good sportsm

anship include know
ing and

understanding the rules of the contest, show
ing respect for the officials and accepting their decisions, show

ing respect for both team
m

ates and
opponents, m

aintaining self control at all tim
es and show

ing a positive attitude in cheering. B
ecause poor sportsm

anship tends to gather
m

om
entum

, undesirable behavior and/or rem
arks m

ust be caught early. E
ach individual can m

ake a difference. W
inning and losing last only a

m
om

ent - integrity and dignity are characteristics for a lifetim
e.

G
uidelines / R

ules of C
onduct For A

ll Leagues
The H

YA
A

 E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee has adopted and w
ill stringently enforce a "Zero Tolerance" policy for unsportsm

anlike conduct. W
e strongly

advise that you hand out a copy of this policy to your players, parents, and coaches. The um
pire's prim

ary job is to enforce the rules of the gam
e.

The tw
o head coaches w

ill be ultim
ately responsible for m

aintaining order on the field and in the stands. C
om

plaints about um
pires, league

presidents, and coaches should be directed to the H
YA

A
 E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee. The rules prohibit a coach, assistant coach, player, parent, or

spectator from
:

D
isrespectfully addressing an official, attem

pting to intim
idate an official or influence an official's decision

U
sing profanity or foul language



Fighting or any other act or threat of violence directed at any player, um
pire, coach, or fan

Throw
ing equipm

ent
D

angerous and/or dirty play
Indicating objection to an official's decision by leaving the dugout to use gestures of dissatisfaction
D

isrespectfully addressing or baiting an opponent, or
D

oing anything that m
ight incite undesirable crow

d reaction

H
YA

A
 Ejection &

 Suspension Policy
A

 player, m
anager, or assistant coach shall receive one w

arning for unsportsm
anlike conduct and w

ill be ejected from
 that H

YA
A

 gam
e for a

second offense
U

m
pires are instructed not to start or continue a gam

e until the offending party has left the facility
In all instances, an ejection from

 an H
YA

A
 gam

e w
ill result in an autom

atic one gam
e suspension from

 the next H
YA

A
 gam

e. In the event
that the ejected party does not leave the facility, the offending team

 w
ill forfeit the gam

e, the um
pires w

ill be instructed to clear the field, and
the um

pire and opposing coach w
ill be responsible for reporting this infraction to the E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee

A
 second ejection during that H

YA
A

 season m
ay result in a season suspension (if approved by the H

YA
A

 E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee).
R

einstatem
ent to an H

YA
A

 program
 of a player or coach m

ust be approved by the H
YA

A
 E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee.


